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YEARLY MEETING 


2 * * D 0: . 


vy ApjounnnaxTs, Bin the 22d to the 10 of the 
Fifth Month, 1797. 


=: 0 the © Yanmar and Moy THLY Mer TINGS ; of Fa RIENDS in ” 


| Gnpar Burtarn, IRELAND, and elſewhere. 


dran FRIENDS, = 


in ſpirit for the advancement of the cauſe of Tr uth; - and we | 


= believe that this concern is increaſing in divers places. Nevertheleſs, 59 


as, at theſe ſeaſons of general inſpeQion, our minds continue to be 


impreſſed with a ſenſe, that cautions are ſtill needful in ſeveral | 


particulars, we think it right {till to endeavour to excite you to 


further degrees of dedication to the ſervice, in which, according 


co their meaſures, all ought to be engaged. If one be our Mlaſter, 
even Chriſt, remember that in his family there is no place for the. 


 Nothful. Accept, therefore, with this our ſalutation of brotherly Za 
: m_ our exhortation to de willing individually t to acer, 3 W 1-7 


Sita?” 


We aw this year cocived 1 Epiſtles f 25 all the 8 Mera 2 


1 3 Friends in America; and alſo ſome verbal accounts given by 
brethren who have been travelling, in the ſervice of the goſpel, on-.--.-: 
the Continent of Europe; in ſome parts of which, the ſame divine 


Hand which led our predeceſſors out of forms, to the ſubſtance. 


of Chriſtianity, appears to be collecting a people, to bear witneſs to 8 
"the Yang _— of the light of Chrilt revealed 1 in the heart. 


"The amount of ſulſerings, 3 to PRs 3 leine by our 


| Friends of this iſland, is Eight Thouſand and Twenty-two Pounds : 
that in Ireland, One Thouſand, Three Hundred, and Forty-ſeven 


Pounds. Theſe are principally for Tithes, Priefts' demands, and 


thoſe called Church-rates ; L and 0 . this Fear by diftraints 
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on account of the rate for raiſing men for the army and navy, and 


the militia. On this laſt account alſo, one friend hath been not long 


ſince committed for three months to the county gaol at York; and 
another, laſt ſummer, was detained a like term in that at Worceſter. 
Of the priſoners at Vork, on account of our teſtimony againſt an 


hireling miniſtry, one has been releaſed by death: the reſt ſtill 
remain priſoners. | 


On conſidering the ſtate 75 our Society, ſeveral defects occur: for 
in a people profeſſing as we do, indeed in all who aſſume the Chriſtian 


name, it is a defect not to avoid every thing which tends to evil, 


and to bring reproach on their profeſſion. Of this kind is the want 
of punQuality 1 in the fulfilling of engagements, of which we under- _ 
ſtand there are ſome inſtances: but if all were ſufficiently ſenſible 
of the injuſtice of the practice, of the diſgrace with which it is 
attended, and what an occaſion of ſtumbling ; It may be to thole who 
are enquiring after the way of Truth, it would ſurely preſerve them 
from inadvertently forming engagements, which they were not clear 
that they were able to fulſil. The fame care of preſerving our 
Profeſſion from reproach, might alſo, if kept in the remembrance, 
prevent another evil of which we have at this time ſome account; 
namely, the unneceſſary frequenting of publick-houſes. We deſire 3” 
| that all under our name may be cautious of remaining in them, after 
the purpoſe of buſineſs, or of refreſhment, is accompliſhed : but to 
make them a reſort for any other purpoſe, may it never need to be 


named among a people who POOR the PRONE of Chriſtian REAL: 


Wo We are not diſpoſed t to enter into all the een of deviation; 115 
„ in which thoſe, who will not ſubmit to be bound by the teſtimony 
of Truth in their hearts, may be found; but we think we can trace 
ſeveral of them to that common, but deſtructive cauſe, the love of 
„ worldly things. In ſome it diſcovers itſelf in a deſire to be rich and 
great; whilſt in others the worldly ſpirit is as clearly diſcerned, 
though the attention ſeems to be occupied in ſmaller concerns: and 5 
though we are clear that very extenſive ones are often in themſelves . 
great evils, yet the trafficker in hundreds, unleſs the eye be kept . 
5 ſingle, may be as much buried in the earth as the trafficker in 5 
thouſands. But were each honeſtly to aſk himſelf the en; 


Have I firſt ſought the kingdom of heaven and 1ts righteouſneſs ?* 


now might the anſwer tend to cover the face with confuſion! Did 
our Lord utter any one precept with a clearer addreſs to the reaſon, 
and greater promiſe of ſupport, than that of which ſuch a queſtion MM 

is the ſubſtance ? So that to ſeek firſt the world, is to give up at once = 135 


our obedience to his command with our truſt in his promiſe.— 


end wt 


35,32. 


All theſe things ſhall be added unto you.“ Your heavenly Pater ts 
. * knoweth that ye have need of all theſe things.” e 5 


15 Won are not about to | 1 nien we — lions: to * : 

not only praiſe-worthy, but indiſpenſable. It is che deſire of great 
things, and the engroſſment of the time and attention, from which 
we defire that all our dear friends may be redeemed. We doubtleſs 


* 


ES] 


= owe duties to ourſelves, and to our families; but we owe them alſo 
co ſociety ; and do we not owe even our ownſelves to our all-wiſe, 
all-protecting, and provident Creator? Should we therefore ſuffer 
the things of this world to prevent our attending at the times 
appointed for lus worthip ; whether on the day generally ſet apart 
for that purpoſe, or on other ſtated days of the week; and ought we 
to be content, when allembled, to — our thoughts to wander 
into the concerns of the preſent lite 


| "The dition af the offspring, and of the ſervants, of thoſe who 8 

neglect the due attendance of our religious Meetings, is greatly to be 

lamented; as is that even of ſome who, though frequently ſeen at 

them, do not, by their conduct, ſcem to believe that it is required 

of them to allow their dependents alſo to attend; but are leaving 

theſe ſtill to purſue the world for them at home. For if any have, = 
in a greater or a leſs degree, made gold their hope, or have © ſaid to job. nei 24 = 
(the fine gold, thou art my confidence,” it will be found that, in ” 
Proportion, they will be flack in bringing their families to our 
1 accuſtomed opportunities for publick nas od 


: We feel not indined: though war yet continues to Alete the : 
. earth, to repeat our 3 1 on that head, or to reſume the ſubject 
5 further than to remark how thankful we ought to be, in that we e 
ſtill permitted to meet together, as we have done at this time, in 5 
brotherly fellowſhip and mutual condeſcenſion; whillt the world 
around us is toſſed with the tempeſt of diſcord. - O Friends, may _ 
- Me conſider 1 it as an incitement to ſuffer every thing, which tends Tm - 
contention, to be eradicated from our hearts; and, under the influence 
. of the heavenly Huſbandman, to . wh unwearied aſſiduity 5 
and patience, all thoſe diſpoſitions which make for peace; things 
whereby we may edify one another; yea, thiags by which we may 
evince to our fellow-men at large, that we are really redeemed from 
the ſpirit of conteſts, and truly the diſciples of a merciful Redeemer: 
wWhoſe holy, pure, and undefiled religion, is a iy fem of univerſal. 
5 love. | RT . 


| Signol, in \ and « on (behalf of. the ; Meeting, by. . 
. GIBBINS, TT 
c lerk t to o the Meeting this Year, 5 
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on account of the rate tos raiſing men for the army and navy, and 


N 


the militia, On this laſt account alſo, one friend hath been not long 


ſince committed for three months to the county gaol at York; and 


another, laſt ſummer, was detained a like term in that at Worceſter. 
Of the prifoners at York, on account of our teſtimony againſt an 


hireling miniſtry, one has been releaſed by death: the reſt ſtill 


remain priſoners. 


On conſidering the ſtate of our Society, ſeveral defects occur: for 


in a people profeſſing as we do, indeed in all who aſſume the Chriſtian 


name, it is a defect not to avoid every thing which tends to evil, 


and to bring reproach on their profeſſion. Of this kind is the want 


of punQuality in the fulfilling of engagements, of which we under- _ 
ſtand there are ſome inſtances: but if all were ſufficiently ſenſible 


of the injuſtice of the practice, of the diſgrace with which it is 


attended, and what an occaſion of ſtumbling i it may be to thoſe who 
are enquiring after the way of Truth, it would ſurely preſerve them 
from inadvertently forming engagements, which they were not cler 


that they were able to fulfil. The fame care of preſerving our 


profeſſion from reproach, might alſo, if kept in the remembrance, - 
prevent another evil of which we have at this time ſome account; 


namely, the unneceſſary frequenting of publick-houſes. Me deſire 
that all under our name may be cautious of remaining in them, after 
the purpoſe of buſineſs, or of refreſhment, is accompliſhed: but to 


make them a reſort for any other purpoſe, may it never need to be 


5 named — 8 a People” who N the n of Chriſtian eee 


We are not diſpoſed 1 to enter into all the e of deviation; 
in which thoſe, who will not ſubmit to be bound by the teſtimony — 
of Truth in their hearts, may be found; but we think we can trace 


ſeveral of them to that common, but deſtructive cauſe, the love of 


5 worldly things. In ſome it diſcovers itſelf in a defire to be rich and 
great; whilſt in others the worldly ſpirit is as clearly diſcerned, 
though the attention ſeems to be occupied in ſmaller concerns: and Ep 


Sh though we are clear that very extenſive ones are often in themſelves 
great evils, yet the trafficker in hundreds, unleſs the eye be kept 


ſingle, may be as much buried in the earth as the trafficker in 5 


thouſands. But were each honeſtly to aſk himſelf the bee . 
Have ] firſt ſought the kingdom of heaven and its righteouſneſs? 5 
how might the anſwer tend to cover the face with confuſion! Did 
dur Lord utter any one precept with a clearer addreſs to the reaſon, 
-. and greater promiſe of ſupport, than that of which ſuch a queſtion 7 


is the ſubſtance ? So that to ſeek firſt the world, is to give up at once 


Math, K. 
33, 72 


our obedience to his command with our truſt in his promiſe,— 
All theſe things ſhall be added unto you.“ © Your heavenly F ather 
ky: knoweth chat ye have need of all theſe things.” 5 


We are not about o N iaduſtry, which we ee to * DOT 
not only praiſe-worthy, but indiſpenſable. It is che deſire of great 


things, and the engroſſment of the time and attention, from which 
we deſire chat all our dear friends * be redeemed. We doubtleſs 


1 31 


== owe duties to ourſelves, and to our families; but we owe them alſo 
1 to ſociety; and do we not owe even our dwnlelves to our all-wiſe, 
8 all- protecting, and provident Creator? Should we therefore ſuffer 
the things of this world to prevent our attending at the times 
5 appointed for his worſhip; whether on the day generally ſet apart 
for that purpoſe, or on other ſtated days of the week; and ought we 
to be content, when aſſembled, to Pn our thoughts to wander 
into the concerns of che preſent lite ? 


N The ſituation of the offspring, and of he ſervants, of thoſe who 
WE neglect the due attendance of our religious Meetings, is greatly to be 
lamented; as is that even of ſome who, though frequently ſeen at 
= them, do not, by their conduct, ſeem to believe that it is required 
of them to allow their dependents alſo to attend ; but are leaving 
ttheſe ſtill to purſue the world for them at home. For if any have, 
I in a greater or a leſs degree, made gold their hope, or have © ſaid to Job. 24, ; 
= * the fine gold, thou art my conhdence,” it will be found that, 1 in 
proportion, they will be ſlack in bringing their families to our 
1 AL ccuſtomed opportunities for publick Ws 


We feel not inclined; heh. war yet continues to geſolnte the 
_ to repeat our Advices on that head, or to reſume the ſubject I 
Hasler than to remark how thankful we ought to be, in that we . 
i permitted to meet together, as Wwe have done at this time, in 
brotherly fellowſhip and mutual condeſcenſion; whilit the e 
around us is toſſed with the tempeſt of id. O Friends, . 
wee conſider it as an incitement to ſuffer every thing, which e bs 
cContention, to be eradicated from our hearts; and, under the influence 
of the heavenly Huſbandman, to cultivate, with unwearied aſſiduity 
and patience, all thoſe diſpoſitions. which make for peace; things 
T5 whereby we may edify one another; yea, things by which we may 
evince to our fellow- men at large, that we are really redeemed from 
the ſpirit of conteſts, and truly the diſciples of a merciful Redeemer : 
_ whole holy, Nabe and undetiled. religion, 1s a 1 5 ſtem of univerſal 
love. „ „ 


Sen. in \ and on (behalf of the Meeting, _ 


ne GIBBINS, TT 
c lerk | to the e Meeting this Year. . | 
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